
         WHAT IS THIS? WHERE IS IT?



                    WHAT ABOUT THIS?



          NOW, HOW ABOUT THIS?



TANJORE OR THANJAVUR

      WHAT ELSE DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
THANJAVUR?



                ANY IDEA WHO THIS IS?



VEDANAYAGAM SASTRIYAR
(1774-1864)

               ARGUABLY 

THE GREATEST

            TAMIL CHRISTIAN POET



WHO WERE THE OTHERS? 

     



     
•      H.A.KRISHNAPILLAI      
    
•      Rev.SAMUEL

•      (VEDANAYAGAM PILLAI)



WHAT IS SO GREAT ABOUT HIM?

• PUNDITRY IN POETRY,MUSIC & DRAMA

• A LINGUIST – KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH,GERMAN & 
SANSKRIT

• > 130 BOOKS

• MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO TAMIL CHRISTIAN 
LYRICS (> THAN THE SUM OF THE NEXT TWO WRITERS’)



WHO WAS HIS GURU?

• WHO WAS JOSHUA’S GURU?

• WHO WAS ELISHA’S GURU?

• WHO WAS PAUL’S GURU?



           Christian Friedrich Schwartz
        Apostle to South India, 1750-1798

http://www.wmcarey.edu/carey/portraits/schwartz.jpg


  A FEW WORDS ABOUT Fr. SCHWARTZ

• GRADUATED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HALLE

• ARRIVED IN INDIA IN 1750 AS A LUTHERAN 
MISSIONARY

• WORKED IN TRANQUEBAR,TRICHINOPOLY 
AND TANJORE FOR 48 CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS



MORE WORDS ABOUT Fr. SCHWARTZ

• LANGUAGES HE KNEW:

    HEBREW,GREEK,LATIN,PORTUGESE, 
GERMAN,ENGLISH

    TAMIL,TELUGU, 
SANSKRIT,PERSIAN,HINDUSTANI,MARATHI

• ASSISTED IN THE TRANSLATION OF BIBLE INTO 
TAMIL

• NEVER RETURNED TO HIS NATIVE PRUSSIA 
(PRESENT DAY POLAND)



NOW, WHO IS THIS?



SERFOJI MAHARAJ
 THE RULING KING OF TANJORE, 1798-1832

    GREW UP UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF 
Fr.SCHWARTZ, PROTECTOR AND REGENT

     FELLOW STUDENT?   VEDANAYAGAM  ANNA!

     APPOINTED VEDANAYAGAM AS THE COURT POET 

     MARATHA COURT TAMIL POET

     HINDU KING  CHRISTIAN POET



Fr.SCHWARTZ and RAJA SERFOJI

• AT Fr.SCHWARTZ’s DEATH BED, SERFOJI 
RECEIVED HIS FINAL BLESSING FOR EQUITABLE 
RULE, PROTECTION OF TAMIL CHRISTIANS AND 
PEACE FROM GOD 

• AT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE,SEFOJI COMPOSED 
AND READ A EULOGY IN ENGLISH

• ERECTED A MONUMENT FOR Fr.SCHWARTZ  IN 
CHRIST (FORT) CHURCH,TANJORE



 A VIEW OF THE (CHRIST) FORT CHURCH
TANJORE



SASTRIYAR’S WORKS
• A VERITABLE TREASURE OF LITARARY STYLES

• A STORE HOUSE OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

• A TESTAMENT  OF FAITH

• A TOOL FOR EVANGELIZATION

     



WHERE WOULD YOU FIND HIS WORKS?

• THE BRITISH LIBRARY, LONDON

• THE FRENCH NATIONAL LIBRARY,PARIS

• THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN MUSEUM, LEIPZIG

• THE LUTHERAN MUSEUM,HALLE

• UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS,CHENNAI

• THE SARASWATI MAHAL LIBRARY,THANJAVUR

             + MANY OTHER CENTRES OF LITERATURE,AROUND THE WORLD



RANGE OF SUBJECTS

FROM

LULLABY
TO

ELEGY

WHY EVEN BEYOND

 TO DESCRIPTION OF HEAVEN



FAMOUS WORKS
• ெஜப மாைல 

• ெப{தேல� �றவxசி 

• ஞான தvச நாடக� 

• தி¯ சைப ஊxச� 

• ேபƬ}ப காத� 

• ப�ரலாப ஒ~பாƬ 



SOME FAMOUS LYRICS
• ஆதி தி¯ வாƫ{ைத 

• சமாதான� ஓ¢� இேய� கிறி�¢

• வர ேவ � என தரேச

• ேய�ைவேய ¢தி ெச� 

• சீƫ இேய� நாத§t� ெஜய மuகள�



PLAY OF WORDS

   தி¯~ப{£ƫ  ேகாyைட கyட 

   தxசா»ƫ ேபாறாேனா?



DOUBLE ENTENDRE – A VIGNETTE

ெபா}னாyடவƫக� வணuகாேன

ெபா}னாyடவƫக� வணuகாேன



SUBJECTS KNOWN
MUSICOLOGY BOTONY

THEOLOGY GEOGRAPHY

PHYSIOLOGY BIOLOGY

ASTRONOMY PHILOSOPHY

SOCIOLOGY



ஞானதvச நாடக� 

ேநாவாவ�} ேபைழ 

க~ப�றமி� 



NOAH’S ARK

• 93 TYPES OF ANIMALS
( FROM FOX TO BANDICOOT)
•  70 INSECTS 
•  17 BEES 
•  93 BIRDS 

ெகாt� «த� �¯வ� வைர 

யாைன «த� ªைன வைர 

பy� ªvசிய�லி¯|¢ ¬yைட 
ªvசி வைர 



HEY,WHAT ABOUT FOOD?

102 DIFFERENT ITEMS LISTED
INCLUDING

MUSTARD,GINGER and SUGAR

சீரக  ச�பா «த�
ேமா¯ட} பா� தய�ƫ 



DRINKS ?

       BEER AND WINE !

           not forgetting BRANDY!!



NOAH’S ARK - CUTLERY

• SPOON
• KNIFE
• FORKS
• RICE BOWL
• SOUP PLATE
• KETTLE
• TUMBLER,CURTAIN, COMB, MATTRESS

அzடா «த� �zடா} வைர 



NOAH’S ARK – FURTHERER !

WHAT ABOUT FISH?



OUTSIDE NOAH’S ARK

      THEY WERE ALL IN THE WATER
    (WHERE ELSE WOULD THEY BE?)

105 DIFFERENT TYPES
FROM SNAIL TO SHARK

 
ெகzைட ம�} ெக¶{தி உyபட 



SASTRIYAR – THE REFORMER

• CASTEISM

• SUPERSTITION
    (வ �z பtதி நாச�)

• SUPPRESSION OF WOMEN



ேவதசா�திரt ��மி



“சuைகt�Ƭய ேவதநாயக� 
சா�திƬயாரவƫக� கிறி{¢வƫக� 
தuகள�} பைழய மதமாகிய 
இ|¢மத சா�திரuகைள 
வ�y�வ�டாம�, தைல«ைற 
த{¢வமா� இ²க~ ப��{¢v 
சாதி{¢ வ¯கிறாƫக� எ}பைதt 
கz� சா�திரt ��மிைய~ 
பா�னாƫக�”



ந�லநா�, ந�லேநர� எ}² 
கண�{¢~ பாƫt�� ெசய� �றி{¢,
“ஆகாத நாள�ேல ©{தியறி|தவ
ளாேல ந�ட� வ¯� எ}²�
சாகாம� தாலி அ²~ப� எ}² 
ெசா}ன
சா�திர� ஏத� ஞான~ ெபzேண.”



“காtகா� க{¢த� ஆ|ைத க{¢த�
காƬய{ைதt ெக�{¢~ ேபாyடா�
ேபாtகா� ம�றt க¯வ�க� 
க{தலி�
©zண�ய� உzடாேமா ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”
“த} வய�² தனt�~ பசிtைகய��
சகல பyசி­� க{தாேதா?
உ} இழºt�t க{¢ெத} 
ெறzண� ந�
உைல|தி¯~பாேன} ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”
“ªைன­� நா­� �²tகிyடா� 
கன
ெபா�லா~© வ¯� எ}² 
ெசா}னா�
ªைன­� நா­� உ} வ �y�� 
இ¯~ப¢
ெபா�லா~ ப�லேவா ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”



“உ}ைன~ ேபால ம§ஷனானவ}
உ}§ைட °பx சƬயாேன}
உ}ைன~ ேபா� ஆ{¢ம{ைதt 
ெகாz�¯~பவ}
எ}னமா�{ த�yடானா} ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”



ேபையt ��ப�yட ©{திய�னா� 
வ|த
ேபைதைம~ ©{திேயா ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”
“மி¯க{தி´� ம§ஷைன இ~ப�
ெம{தº� நிஷித~ ப�{¢ வ¢
அ¯வ¯tக~ பட{தtக பாவ ெம}
றறி|த தி�ைலேயா ஞான~ 
ெபzேண.”



COMPARISON 
WITH CHARLES WESLEY

(1707-1788)(A 1987 RESEARCH PAPER) 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

   சாவ�} �ƫ ஒ�|¢ , ம�|¢ ........
   ஆெம} அ�ேலµயா



TITLES CONFERRED

• GNANA DEEPA KAVIRAYAR

• VEDA SASTRIGAL

• SUVISEDA KAVIRAYAR (THE KING OF 
EVANGELICAL POETS)

• VEDANAYAGA SASTRIYAR



WHAT DO WE LEARN?

• STUDY, SOME SERIOUS STUDY

• FINDING AND USING ONE’S TALENT

• FRIENDSHIP  - IRRESPECTIVE OF 
LANGUAGE,RELIGION OR ETHNICITY

• FAITH

• DEDICATION IN BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD




